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§ 81.2 Definitions. 
As used in this part: 
(a) Act means the Atomic Energy Act 

of 1954 (68 Stat. 619), including any 
amendments thereto; 

(b) Commission means the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission as established 
by the Act, or its duly authorized des-
ignee. The Assistant General Counsel 
for Patents is the designee of the Com-
mission under this subpart; 

(c) NRC invention means an invention 
covered by a U.S. patent or patent ap-
plication that is vested in the Govern-
ment of the United States, as rep-
resented by or in the custody of the 
Commission, or in which the Govern-
ment of the United States of America, 
as represented by the Commission, has 
the right to accord or require the grant 
of licenses where such invention is des-
ignated by the Commission as appro-
priate for the grant of a nonexclusive 
or exclusive license; and 

(d) To the point of practical application 
means to manufacture in the case of 
composition, machine or product, to 
practice in the case of a process, or to 
operate in the case of a machine, under 
such conditions as to establish that the 
invention is being worked and that its 
benefits are reasonably accessible to 
the public. 

(e) NRC foreign invention means an in-
vention covered by a patent, or an ap-
plication for a patent, issued by a gov-
ernment or authority of a country 
other than the United States that is 
vested in the Government of the United 
States, as represented by the Commis-
sion. 

[38 FR 7318, Mar. 20, 1973, as amended at 38 
FR 8241, Mar. 30, 1973] 

§ 81.3 Communications. 
All communications concerning the 

regulations in this part, including ap-
plications for licenses, should be sent 
to the NRC either by mail addressed to 
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion, Washington, DC 20555–0001; by 
hand delivery to the NRC’s offices at 
11555 Rockville Pike, Rockville, Mary-
land; or, where practicable, by elec-
tronic submission, for example, via 
Electronic Information Exchange, or 
CD-ROM. Electronic submissions must 
be made in a manner that enables the 

NRC to receive, read, authenticate, dis-
tribute, and archive the submission, 
and process and retrieve it a single 
page at a time. Detailed guidance on 
making electronic submissions can be 
obtained by visiting the NRC’s Web 
site at http://www.nrc.gov/site-help/e-sub-
mittals.html; by e-mail to 
MSHD.Resource@nrc.gov; or by writing 
the Office of Information Services, U.S. 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 
Washington, DC 20555–0001. The guid-
ance discusses, among other topics, the 
formats the NRC can accept, the use of 
electronic signatures, and the treat-
ment of nonpublic information. 

[68 FR 58823, Oct. 10, 2003, as amended at 74 
FR 62685, Dec. 1, 2009] 

§ 81.4 Interpretations. 
Except as specifically authorized by 

the Commission in writing and by 
§ 81.53, no interpretation of the mean-
ing of the regulations in this part by 
an officer or employee of the Commis-
sion other than a written interpreta-
tion by the General Counsel will be rec-
ognized to be binding upon the Com-
mission. 

§ 81.8 Information collection require-
ments: OMB approval. 

(a) The Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion has submitted the information 
collection requirements contained in 
this part to the Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) for approval as re-
quired by the Paperwork Reduction 
Act (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.). The NRC 
may not conduct or sponsor, and a per-
son is not required to respond to, a col-
lection of information unless it dis-
plays a currently valid OMB control 
number. OMB has approved the infor-
mation collection requirements con-
tained in this part under control num-
ber 3150–0121. 

(b) The approved information collec-
tion requirements contained in this 
part appear in §§ 81.20, 81.32, and 81.40. 

[55 FR 23422, June 8, 1990, as amended at 62 
FR 52190, Oct. 6, 1997] 

NRC-OWNED INVENTIONS—PATENTS AND 
APPLICATIONS 

§ 81.10 Authority. 
The regulations of this subpart gov-

erning the licensing or rights in NRC 
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